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LISTING OF CLAIMS 

Claims 1-16 (canceled) 

1 7. (original) A closure apparatus comprising: 

a base comprising a post, said base further comprising a wall that defines an 

opening; 

a lever rotatably secured to said base such that an upward force on a rearward 
portion of said lever is adapted to cause said lever to rotate about an axis thereby 
disengaging a frontward portion of said lever from said wall of said base; and 

a cover rotatably connected to said base such that said cover has an axis of 
rotation approximately perpendicular to said axis of rotation of said lever, said cover 
comprising an annular structure extending around said post; 

wherein said annular structure is adapted to detach from said cover when said 
cover is rotated away from said base such that said annular structure remains on said 
post. 

1 8. (original) The closure apparatus of claim 1 7 wherein said annular structure is a 
ring. 

19. (currently amended) A container comprising: 
a substantially rectangular surface; and 

a closure apparatus secured to said substantially rectangular surface near an edge 
thereof, said closure apparatus comprising: 

a base comprising a post, the base further comp rising a wall that defines hav i ng an 

opening; a*»4 

a lever rotatably secured oonnoctod to said base such that an upward force on a 
rearward portion of the lever is adapted to cause the lever to rotate about an axis thereby 
disengaging a frontward portion of the lever from the wall of the base: and 6a444evef 
having a pbno of rotntrn \s substantially pnrpond i cular to tho odoo. said lovor hav i ng 
a proximal port i on and a dicta l port i on rolativo to oaid odg e ; 
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whoro i n an upward forco on paid d i cta l port i on of oa i d l evor caus e s oa i d prox i ma l 
portion to dopross into sa i d substantia ll y roctangu l ar surfaco ouch that an oponing is 
croatod i n said substant i a ll y roctangular surfaco bonoath sa i d opon i ng of said bas e 

a cover rotatablv connected to the base such that the cover has an axis of rotation 
approximately perpendicular to the axis of rotation of the lever, the cove r comprising an 
annular structure extending around the post; 

wherein the annular structure is adapted to detach from said cov er when said 
cover is rotated awav from said base such that the annular structure remains on said 
post . 

20. (original) The container of claim 1 9 wherein the rearward sa i d d i stal portion of 
the sate lever is longer than the frontward caid prox i ma l portion of the sate lever to 
facilitate the creation of an eate opening in the sate substantially rectangular surface. 

21 . (new) The container of claim 1 9 wherein the annular structure is a ring. 



3 



